
     Architectural heritage 
sites are an invaluable part 

of a country’s cultural legacy. 
Conceptualized and created in a 

different epoch and context, they are 
memory markers of cultural history and 

give a sense of time to the place. These sites—
historic palaces, forts, tombs and pleasure 

gardens, religious places, traditional streets and 
old water harvesting structures—are now public 
spaces. The physical and cultural contexts of these 

historical structures have completely changed with the 
character of open spaces around transformed. Largely 

due to the legislation of Central and State Archaeological 
Departments, these open areas are developed as gardens 

and parks or are left as uninviting, fenced open lands.

Is it the only way to conserve and protect these areas 
which at many times become inert islands, 

disconnected from the life of the city? 

Can the area around New Delhi’s Red Fort—at present open lawns—
be conceptualized as a cultural venue on the nation’s Independence Day and 

for the rest of the year, as a place for informal shopping, public rallies and 
performing arts—an accessible, vibrant public space? Or can the areas around 

Hyderabad’s Golconda Fort be developed as terraced fruit orchards? And can 
the zone surrounding Shaniwar Wada in Pune be visualized as a recreational 

hub, or are its formal gardens better suited for its present-day context? Many 
sensitive and relevant approaches and ideas can be envisioned for development 

of these spatial open spaces so that they become lively places relating well to 
the contemporary needs and concerns of the region.

This year’s competition theme—PAST CONTINUOUS IS FUTURE PERFECT—
provokes students to visualize surroundings around monuments with fresh 

perspectives for them to be meaningful and relevant spaces with the historical 
spirit and become part of the daily life of the city or a town or a village.

Who?
The Competition is open to all students of spatial design disciplines 
{Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Urban Design, Conservation, 

Planning among others}, Design and Fine Arts studying in Undergraduate 
or Post Graduate full-time/part-time Degree/Diploma courses.

*Landscape architect Shriya Anand passed away in a tragic road accident on 30th December 2007.  
   The award has been constituted in her memory by her family.

Landscape Foundation India
C-589, Vikas Puri, New Delhi 110018 INDIA 

t: +91-11-28547652, 98106-00754, 98102-52661
e: landscapefoundationindia@gmail.com 

info@landscapefoundation.in 
www.landscapefoundation.in

C O N T A C T  +  S U B M I S S I O N  A D D R E S S

ALSO OPEN TO STUDENTS FROM

BANGLADESH
BHUTAN
MYANMAR
NEPAL 
PAKISTAN
SRI LANKA

Registration
 `1,500 Per Entry for Indian Participants | `3,000 Per Entry for Other Countries

The registration fees is mandatory and is to be deposited at the time of the submission of the entry. 
It is non-refundable and non-transferable.

Jury
AGK Menon
Architect, Urban Planner 
& Conservation Professional

Anjan Mitra
Urban Designer 
Suneet Mohindru
Landscape Architect

The Jury Session and 
an exhibition of all 
entries will be held 
at the Faculty of 
Architecture & Ekistics, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, 
New Delhi

Awards
First Prize 
`50,000
Second Prize 
`30,000
Third Prize 
`15,000 
Shriya Anand 
Award*
`21,000
Plus upto Four
Jury Special Mention 
Certificates

Complete details of Participation, Submission Guidelines and Registration are available on 
www.landscapefoundation.in

Theme

How?
Detailed Submission Format and Registration Form 

{to be submitted along with the entries} can be downloaded from the website.
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FIRST PRIZE
K-26

‘Landscape for Reverence and 
Commemoration’
Priya Sharma
Masters in Landscape Architecture
BNCA College of Architecture, Pune

1

“Preserving cultural continuum is imperative for the survival of tradition and heritage. 
Buddhism signifies mutual respect, coexistence, empowerment of ordinary people and 
connecting them to their inherent potential while pointing to the highest form of equal-
ity. The adopted approach exemplifies and creates a precedent to look at and effective-
ly perpetuate intangible heritage through interpretation of associated values. Spaces 
within the landscape, egalitarian in nature, have an all-embracing inclusive quality, of-
fering possibilities of congregation as well as solitary contemplation. An attempt is also 
made in developing an aesthetic order that captures the essence without parodying his-
torical forms, thereby subtly breaking allegiance to a particular symbol that may tend 
to become singular in meaning. The idea deals with the intangible heritage, pertaining 
to land and people with a direct association with the cultural linkage to Shakyamuni 
Buddha, a significant spiritual pillar whose penetrating insight forms guiding principles 
for peaceful coexistence in the future times.” 

JURY’S COMMENTS
Understanding of the theme in relation to the historic, cultural, religious and 
ecological value of the site in a methodical and consistent way, right from the 
conceptual idea to the final design is the most positive attribute of the entry. 
Articulation of the central idea where the past gets connected with the present 
and future finds many creative interpretations. It is one of the very few entries that 
explore the idea of creating landscape setting by molding the land as per the natural 
topography. While demonstrating a maturity in spatial organization, the design has 
a geometry and order, yet comes across as a space that has a natural character. A 
balanced and well thought of presentation of the entry holds many lessons. 
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SECOND PRIZE
K-27 

‘Portals into Forgotten Knowledge’
Shivani Vinod Kumar 
B. Arch. (5th Year)
R V College of Architecture, Bangalore

“Should historic monuments be preserved retaining their original character of the time 
or can they be re interpreted and re appropriated to changing contexts? Does a con-
nection remain between the growing city and its historic past or can the two exist rel-
evantly as separate entities? Is there a role that historic entities can play in present 
times?  The design aims to look at the historic structures not as stagnant entities but as 
elements that have lessons to impart. It takes the site of historic fort of Chitradurga to 
demonstrate the idea by conceptualizing a study and research center that translates 
the knowledge of the past into the context of the present. The study of traditional water 
management structures and systems to come out with diverse ideas to address water 
scarcity issues becomes an integral part of the proposal.” 

JURY’S COMMENTS
The design discusses the topical and relevant environment issues facing the country. 
It addresses the competition brief by looking at the past for clues of forgotten 
intelligence and wisdom while using historical references to resolve these present 
day urban concerns. On the way, it breaks the boundaries in a non invasive way to 
highlight the main idea.
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THIRD PRIZE
K-02

‘Self Sustenance in Water: 
Reviving the Neher System of Aurangabad’
Justin Mathew Thomas 
B. Arch. (2017)
Kamla Raheja Vidhyanidhi Institute for Architecture, Mumbai

“The Neher system of Aurangabad was designed and executed around five centuries 
ago. It provided water for more than three centuries. Due to the depleted water system 
along with several other factors, drought of the Marathwada region led to severe water 
crisis in Aurangabad.

 The project is conceptualized to revive this indigenous system to make it part of every-
day life. Neher-E-Ambari is chosen as the site for the master plan, envisioning a green 
belt and allowing for a series of active public spaces. The idea is to have a shallow water 
table level with retention ponds and greens along the system. The water works depart-
ment, one of the programs along the system, uses locally available materials like basalt 
stone, concrete and terracotta tubes along the façade, forming the skin of the build-
ing. The water takes many forms in terms of harvesting, through roof, open gargoyles, 
spouts and water tanks at eye level. The water body brought out of the Neher through 
an aqueduct acts as a water museum to reveal the once hidden waters flowing through 
the underbelly of the city. It is then supplied to the communities by a common overhead 
tank under the supervision of the institutions. The institutes become nodal custodians 
for the supply of water along the system.” 

JURY’S COMMENTS
There is an attempt to understand the past wisdom through traditional water systems 
of indigenous settlements so as to arrive at possible ways of reviving, connecting 
and integrating them with the dense city fabric as part of the open space structure. 
The design captures the spirit of this lost knowledge while negating any form based 
solution.
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SHRIYA ANAND AWARD
K-09

‘Sabz Burj Plaza’
Mayukh Raha, Karishma Rai & Madhulika Sanyal
Masters in Landscape Architecture & B. Arch. (4th Year)
School of Planning & Architecture and Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

“The unusual medieval structure of Sabz Burj looms over lakh of people who either trav-
el or had on an occasion traveled on the ever-crowded arterial Mathura Road where it 
gracefully protrudes in the middle of a traffic roundabout, surrounded by other signifi-
cant historic landmarks such as the Humayun’s tomb, Chausath Khamba and Nizam-
mudin Dargah and Basti. It’s striking presence in a prime position forces passer-bys and 
tourists to admire the beauty. Despite all this, the beautiful tower has garnered much 
less popularity than it ideally should have. The aim of the interventions is to intertwine 
these historic threads in and around this traffic island to create an active public space, 
create a tourist magnet and a congregational space for the public. The coherence of the 
historically rich circle has been utilized to give a platform to various urban activities in 
the open plaza, resembling an amalgamation of Delhi’s cultural fabric, by weaving the 
past, present and future of the city.”

JURY’S COMMENTS
It adopts a bold idea of creating a harmonious blend of the heritage structure with 
the surrounding urban fabric, adopting a set of related principles and values. The idea 
would have been more impactful had it been translated in an equally strong design 
with elements on a smaller scale.
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SPECIAL MENTION
K-23

‘Watershed Management for Melukote’
Chandana Keshava Murthy, Manu M & Vijetha C P
M. Arch. (Landscape)
M S Ramaiah Institute of Technology, Bangalore

“The sacred town of Melukote is an excellent example of traditional water harvesting 
practices. The system that came into practice hundreds of years ago still exists and 
can be used as an example in the formulation of water conservation and management 
practices for today. Step wells have made significant contribution in enhancing the 
charm of the pilgrimage town. Among them the panchakalyani is the most important 
‘theertha’, and is a major center of attraction. Earlier the step wells served people 
for religious purpose and day to day water requirement. The proposal calls to design 
watershed management strategies for the town by reviving the existing step wells 
which have become defunct due to various factors, to restore the health of the lake and 
to provide environmentally positive buffer spaces in the public areas.” 

JURY’S COMMENTS
The idea is able to establish a process to deal with the issue on a micro level. However, 
its further progression to prove its relevance on the larger regional context in the 
surroundings remains unrealized.
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SPECIAL MENTION
K-39

‘Deulwadi: An Urban Oasis’
Nidhi Kapri & Manoj Sharma
M. Arch. (Landscape)
L S Raheja School of Architecture, Mumbai

“A century and half old Deulwadi temple complex in the suburb of Chembur are laid 
out within a large paved compound. It has extended its boundaries to a socio-cultural 
precinct used by the neighborhood. Group of temples evolved slowly with time around 
it. With time it has become significant within the hub of the city of Mumbai, beyond 
its boundaries of community and religion yet maintaining its uniqueness to serve as a 
socio-cultural space in people’s lives in the neighborhood of Chembur. The character 
and distinctiveness of the precinct makes it unique due to both ground hugging built 
forms and serene spaces within, though completely lacking in standing loud amongst 
the growing thick dense fabric of buildings in the surrounding. The design approach 
re accredits the feeling of serendipity which adapts a tangible link with the past and 
keeps the inherent experience of an oasis in urban area while allowing for change and 
innovation to meet present day and future requirements.”

JURY’S COMMENTS
It is a good attempt to address one of the relevant and current issues that Indian cities 
face. It would have gained more value if its relationship with the surrounding context 
had also been explored. 




